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The Year of Hope 

Mission of the Month for November 
American Legion Post 375 

Thank you for Turkeys for Thanksgiving 

 
Thank you for your generous hearts and spirit. More information 
coming next month. Marilyn Ottum, VELC Liaison to Faith Santa Fe  

Since May 23, 1934, our American Legion Post has been welcoming 
 eligible veterans from all branches of our Armed Forces. Our       
mission is to implement the goals, aspirations, dreams, peace and 
blessings for our country, friends and families embodied in our   
preamble.   
 

In 1919, they formed A Women's Auxiliary of the American Legion.   
 

In 1932, Sons of the Legion was formed. Together, members of The 
American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of 
The American Legion make up what is known as The Legion Family. 
All three organizations place high importance on preserving our    
American traditions and values, Improving the quality of life for our 
nation's children, caring for veterans and their families, and         
perhaps most importantly, teaching the fundamentals of good    
citizenship. 
 

American Legion Post 375 sponsors various scholarships for the    
further education of our children. We also sponsor and financially 
assist many worthy community projects and programs initiated by 
the National  American Legion. 
 

Guest Speaker John Baker will be joining us on Sunday November 
10th for both services. 

Everyone has a reason to ask for prayer 
occasionally. Please send prayer requests by 
email to office@vernon-elca.org or phone 
262-363-7131. After office hours, prayers 
can be requested by emailing Shari Higgins 
at shari-h@wi.rr.com  or call 262-547-7872. 

https://www.vernon-elca.org
mailto:office@vernon-elca.org
262-363-7131
mailto:shari-h@wi.rr.com
tel:262-547-7872


Please consider DONATING FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR as a 
way to remember a special day in your life. 

 
 
Anniversary    Birthday         In Memory of a loved one 
Baptism          Graduation    Civic remembrance 
 
 

Cut or potted flowers/plants can  be ordered from any local florist/
greenhouse, or simply picked from your own garden.  (No artificial 
flowers please – with the exception of donations from weddings or 
funerals.) 
You can bring them to church yourself or have them delivered. Please 
contact the  church office for delivery.  

All Saints Sunday, November 3rd  

A Day of Blessings for which to Give Thanks 

November 2017-October 2019 

Maraine Ernst   Shelby Gardipee 

Gene Moore   Georgenna Lee 

Pete Fredlund   Willard Hollinger 

Frederick Holtz  John Ernst 

Iola Schaffer   Donald Leaf 

Carl Moe   Anne Sandahl  

Bard  Battelle 

New Saints through Baptism November 2017-October 2019 

Claire Romero   Frank Taylor IV 

Melissa Mattson  Mason Kluss 

Ryane Overlien   Kevin Gibson 

Wes Kreger   Silas Mann 

Sydney Moe   Emma Patterson 

Kelsey Krueger   Jace Wampole 

On All Saints’ Sunday, November 3rd we will remember and give 

thanks for the departed Saints who passed away. They have 

been a true blessing to God’s kingdom and by grace through 

faith have joined the saints above: Please Keep the Call Committee in your Prayers 

The Congregation elected the following members to serve as 

VELC’s Call Committee: Sue Johnson, Mike Simonson, Denise 

Peterson,  Deb Fredlund, Sheri Obluck and Andy Wegner. The 

Call Committee will be working with Bishop Paul Erickson and 

the Greater Milwaukee Synod during the search for the new 

Pastor. Pastors from throughout the nation who feel they may 

be a good match for the congregation submit their names to 

the Bishop. The Bishop and Synod staff, after prayerful           

discernment and interviews of the Pastoral candidates, will   

recommend the pastoral candidates whom they feel are the 

best candidates for the Call Committee to meet, interview and 

ultimately recommend to the congregation for their               

consideration. The Call Committee Chairperson (Denise           

Peterson) will keep the congregation informed as to how the 

process is moving forward. Please pray for the Bishop, the 

Greater Milwaukee Synod, the Call Committee and                

Congregation’s leadership during this exciting time for           

VELC and the community. 



Quilting  
We are working hard and creating a lot of 
beautiful quilts.  We are in constant need 
of  mattress pads, blankets, sheets, drapes or 
anything that would work for fillers.   

Come join us on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month 
any time from 9am to 3pm. We have room for more. Thank you 
for all the great donations you have dropped off for us. 

Exercise Class 

We now have an exercise session at VELC three times a week. 

Please join us for an exercise class instructed by Wendy Rudolph. 

Shepherd Hall will be open for this class every Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday morning  at 8:30am. 

Bring your yoga mat! 

Cost is only $10 for the whole year! 

Thanksgiving: Not One Day, But Many Ways 

From VELC’s Interim Pastor Dave Patterson 

Below are 11 ways you can show your gratitude to God 

throughout the entire year: 

1. Count your blessings. 

2. Call upon God in prayer and express your appreciation. 

3. Sing a song of praise. 

4. Spend time in worship with the giver of all good gifts. 

5. Give God praise, by telling someone how God has blessed 

you. 

6. Give back to God a portion of the blessings that the Lord has 

first given you. 

7. Imitate God’s goodness by serving and helping the less      

fortunate. 

8. Seek to live in ways that are pleasing to God. 

9. Utilize to their utmost the time, talents and treasures that 

God has given you. 

10. Humbly acknowledge before God that all of life is a         

precious gift. 

11. Based on God’s record of steadfast love, confidently trust in 

the Lord’s promise to bestow upon you the greatest gift - 

undeserved, eternal salvation. 

“In God we make our boast all day long,  

and we will praise your name forever”. Psalm 44:8  

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving! Gobble! Gobble! 

Our annual mitten tree up!  

It will be up until Dec 1st-  

Please be generous as you provide gloves, mittens, and scarves for 

those in need.  These will be given as gifts to help the less  

fortunate at the Hebron House, Hope Center, Women’s  

Shelter, Faith Sante Fe and a school in Elkhorn. 

Help us cover this tree with love! 

https://www.vernon-elca.org/


HEBRON HOUSE MEAL MINISTRY:  

 
Thank you to the following people for caring and for providing a 
shelter meal for those less fortunate in November. This is an 
important ministry and we thank them for their participation:  
Kristin Kamenar, Sheri Obluck, Debby Plehn, Lorry Taylor, and 
Deb Teresinski.  
 
Sign up whenever you’d like to participate. 
 
For more information,  
go to   http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/ 
 
Holiday shopping will start soon, so please consider. DONATION 
NEEDS: As the cold weather approaches, the Hebron House is in 
need of ground coffee.  They have a warm pot of coffee on for 
guests and stop ins all day long.  Hebron House is always in need 
of feminine products, dish soap and laundry soap.  Please bring 
any donations to church. Thank you! Any donations are 
appreciated. 

Daily Grace 
After he makes the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus does not let 
us fend for ourselves. How easy it would have been for 
him to simply say he’d done his job and endured 
enough—enough of the lashes, the verbal abuse, the 
crucifixion, our lack of understanding. I wouldn’t have 
blamed him. Yet this is not the God we serve. Jesus 
comes back from death, rises to the kingdom and lets 
us know we are not alone. With the Holy Spirit, Jesus is 
still here with us, overcoming death and sin, holding us 
tightly in God’s unyielding love, compassion, mercy and 
grace, just as he promises.  by Ralen Robinson 

Quilt Sunday    

The 198 colorful quilts displayed on the pews November 10 will soon be traveling 
across three states to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.  Pine Ridge 
spreads across  3469 square miles in two of the poorest counties in the United 
States.  It is a remote, desolate place where the people suffer isolation.  It’s hard 
to imagine such poverty in this country.  But after the many devastating losses 
and assaults to their culture, they say, “We’re still here.” 
The Quilters are pleased to send the quilts to the Lakota to show that we at 
Vernon Lutheran Church do care. 

In 1983, the first year we recorded our number of quilts, we made 31 quilts.  As 
the years passed, we received more materials from the congregation.  We 
improved our method of working.  In those 36 years we have made 4,808 quilts! 

The Quilters thank the family of Iola Shaffer for their memorial gift . Iola was 
dedicated to our mission.  She worked with us well into her nineties.  We loved 
her and we miss her. 

All of the quilts are made with donated materials.  It’s amazing how much it takes 
and how our people supply all that is needed.  We appreciate your 
involvement!  We remind you to continue your donations of sheets, blankets, 
fabrics, and any large pieces such as duvets.  God has blessed us to be a 
blessing.  Let’s keep this good work  going. 

Looking For Volunteers To Assist Pastor During Worship 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT JOB DESCRIPTION 

Assist the pastor during Traditional services approximately one or 

two Sundays per month and may include any or all of the following: 

1    Read Intro for forgiveness, such as ELW, page 95 

2    Lead Prayer of the Day  (in bulletin, on screen) 

3    Read Bible lesson    (in bulletin, on screen) 

4    Lead Apostles’ Creed    (on screen) 

5    Read Prayers of the People (Pastor will add additional prayers) 

6    Assist with communion if needed 

7    Read dismissal (on screen) 

If you are interested, please contact a Worship & Music team 

member or Pastor Dave. 

http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/
http://vernon-elca.org/hebron-house/


OUR MISSION: 
God’s love; receive; be changed and share. 

OUR CORE VALUES: 
Caring Relationships  †  Meaningful Worship  †  Mission Focus  †  Faith Formation 

Young at Heart Bible Study - Wednesday, November 6th at 

10:30 AM 

 The November Bible Study, led by Pastor Dave is entitled, 

“Thanksgiving in the Catechism”. 

During the one hour study we will be 

mindful of God’s many blessings that Martin Luther points out in 

the Small Catechism. We will also sing Thanksgiving Hymns, share 

a delicious meal and enjoy Christian fellowship. All are welcome! 

 

First Communion November 3rd  

We celebrate the following  students who met 

with Pastor Dave for First Communion 

Instruction.  

Congratulations to 
……….. 
Jonathan George Szatkowski 
Julia Jordan Szatkowski 
Jeremiah James Summers 

 

Sunday Morning November Bible Study at 9:15 AM - Ministry 

Site Profile Qualities 

 Pastor Dave will continue leading a study that looks at 

qualities that the congregation identified as being important in 

the new Pastor: “What the Bible teaches about Spiritual 

Formation/Direction”; “What the Bible teaches about Building a 

Sense of Community” and “What the Bible teaches about 

Welcoming the New Pastor”. Please come and join us! 

Having a party? Need a hall?  
We rent out Shepherd Hall.  

Call the office at 262-363-7131  

A new heavy duty flag has been donated in 

honor of all Saints’ past, present and future. 

       Thank you! 

 

Welcome Dawn Henkhaus - Vernon’s New Office Coordinator 
God has answered our prayers and brought Dawn to Vernon Lutheran Church 
to serve as the Office Coordinator. Dawn brings many skills, a caring spirit, and 
a living faith to the position. Dawn will be in the office typically Monday thru 
Thursday from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Please say a prayer of thanks and keep 
Dawn in your prayers as she transitions into this new and important position 
of the congregation. Dawn and her husband Dan live in Vernon with their 
daughter Emma (junior at MHS) and their two dogs (Rosie & Poppy). Their 
daughter Sarah is a sophomore at UWLaCrosse. Dawn has enjoyed being a 
stay at home mom, volunteer and college student. She recently graduated last 
year with a degree in Christian Studies. Besides having a passion for studying 
God’s Word, she enjoys hanging out with family (especially travelling), 
scrapbooking and having coffee and conversation with friends.  

 

Congregation Meeting and Installation of Call Team  

Sunday, November 17, 2019 at 10:15am 

Please try and join us. We will be approving the budget for 2020.    

Come and show your support for the call team as they have taken        

on a great commitment for Vernon. 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/
tel:262-363-7131


Committee News and Events November 2019 

**NEXT COUNCIL MEETING** 
 Our next meeting will be on THURSDAY, November 14, at 7pm.  

All congregation members are welcome to attend Council meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2019 

Reported by Debby Plehn 

September 2019 
 
Income     $18,704.05 
Expense   $13,782.85 
Positive     $ 4,921.20         
 

  
 

Calendar of Events for November 
 

“God’s Love: Receive, Be Changed and Share” 
 
 

  No Confirmation November 27th   

We meet every Wednesday from 1:45pm - 4pm. We will pick up 

students at Parkview at 1:30pm and bring them to Vernon. We 

have fellowship time, late lunch and confirmation starts at 3pm. 

Please pick up the registration form at the “What’s Happening at 

VELC” wall. Any questions, please see Shari Higgins, Youth 

Director, or Pastor Dave. 

Important News! Every confirmation student needs to attend 
Sunday Education.  It is now a requirement to be confirmed. 
 
 November 17th 9:15am Worship (Only One Service) 
Youth Sunday –Please sign up to be Greeters, Acolyte, Serve 
Communion and Usher. Please, please sign up ahead of time 
by the youth bulletin board. 

              
Important - November 22nd - 24th 
We’re going to Lutherdale, Lutherdale, Lutherdale, we’re going 
to Lutherdale make sure you sign up! 6th – 9th grade. 
 
Any questions, please contact Shari Higgins (262) 547-7872 

Vernon’s 

† 

Vernon’s 

† 

Year to Date 2019 
  
Income      $140,209.66 
Expense    $142,889.97 
Negative   ($  2,680.31) 

Update for Mission of the Month 2020 

The Mission of the month team: Shari Higgins, Lorry Taylor, Annette      

Coenen and Debby Plehn met on October 20th. We are looking at     

supporting six missions, one every other month.  

January/February– Mukwonago Food Pantry 

March/April-Lutherdale 

May/June-Collecting School Supplies for United Way 

July/August- Bichon and Little Buddies Rescue 

September/October-Patanumbe 

November/December-The Linus Project 

The theme this year will be: The Year of Sharing the Love 

As always, we will continue to support Mukwonago Food Pantry,      

Hebron House and Faith Santa Fe throughout the year. If you’d like to 

join us, our next meeting will be November 10th at 9:30am.  



Check out the Activities planned for November. 

 

Wednesday, November 6th - @ VELC 10:30am 

 Bible Study with lunch to follow. 

Thursday, November 7th  - @ VELC10:30am 

 Crafts…we will be working on an Autumn wreath. 

 Please bring pinking shears if you have them and  

 a glue gun. 

Saturday, November 9th - 9:00am-3:00pm 

 Country Christmas Craft Fair at St. James and 

 Vendor Fair at St. Joe’s in Big Bend 

Sunday, November 10th - @ VELC after 8:15 service 

 Blood Pressure Screening and Quilt Sunday! 

Tuesday, November 12th - @ VELC 

 9:00-3:00pm Quilting. Bring your own lunch. 

Tuesday, November 19th – time to be determined 

 Join us at the movies!  

Wednesday, November 20th - @VELC Noon  

 Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

 See sign up board for details 

Friday and Saturday, November 22 and 23 –  Folk Fair in  

 Milwaukee 

Tuesday, November 26th – @ VELC 9:00-3:00pm  

 Quilting. Bring your lunch 

Wednesday, November 27th –11:30am  

 Lunch Bunch meets at Cousins Subs in Mukwonago.  

 Sign up on the activities Board. 

Thursday, November 28th – 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

***Exercise in Shepherd Hall every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 8:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar —  
Wednesday, November 20th at noon. 
Our annual COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 
We need people to bake pies, make mashed potatoes, make coffee, 

set up, serve guests and clean up.  Please sign up on the What’s 

Happening wall. 

Come join us for this great day! The community really enjoys this 

event. We partner with our sister church, Faith Santa Fe. They will 

again furnish the music. This is an outreach program for Faith Santa 

Fe, the Mukwonago Food Pantry and our community.  

Any questions contact Jackie Schmitter  378-4584 

Looking 

ahead!    

 ROOF UPDATE 

The good news is that the new roof was completed on the Sanctuary on 
30 September.  It looks great and even matches the roof over Shepherd 
Hall pretty good.  AND, it is paid for.  The next good news is that the flat 
roof over the Narthex is being worked on with completion anticipated 
during the week of 20 October (if it ever quits raining).  The continuing 
donations to the building fund are appreciated as the Sanctuary roof 
ended up costing more than anticipated due to the needed addition of 
OSB boards.  See Debby Plehn if you want more detailed information. 

The 2019 Kettle Campaign is going to start soon. If you 
want to ring bells for The Salvation Army at the 
Mukwonago Pick N Save or Walmart, please contact Shari 
Higgins. The youth will have opportunities to participate. 

Salvation 

   Army 

https://vernon-elca.org/life-long-learning/


Mt. Meru Coffee  Project~~~ 

Our Mt. Meru coffee display offers several flavors 
and varieties for your coffee pleasure. Please 
stop in and purchase some coffee for your home 
and/or office.   
Help support our coffee farmers who use the 
money from your purchase of coffee to send 
their children to school, pay for medical care for 
their children, and make their lives a bit easier. 

 
Blood Pressure screening 
Second Sunday of every month 
between church services 

Our Faith Santa Fe Ministry, 

Is looking for a new person to be the liaison with Faith Santa Fe 
(Mission). Marilyn Ottum will be stepping down at the end of the 
year.  

If you are interested in the mission please see Marilyn for more   
information about the mission or contact anyone of the council 
members. 

Thank you, Marilyn for your many years of time and service on the 
behalf of Vernon.  Shari Higgins President of Vernon 

Our annual Poinsettia sale  

Starts on Sunday Nov. 17th & ends on Dec. 
1st. Information & order blanks will be found on 
the What’s Happening at Vernon area. 

Cost will be the same as last year $12 & $25  

 We need to get our orders in early. Thank you again for all the 
support you have given through the years.. The money raised is 
used for the music program at Vernon. 

    Any ? ask Jackie Schmitter 

 
 
It's Time to Check Your Calendar 
 
The 2020 Mission Trip for Adults is now forming. We are heading  
to the Panhandle of Florida, to help those affected by Hurricane 
Michael.  
 
There is an informational meeting Tuesday, November 12, 6:30 
p.m.  
at St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 300 Carroll Street, Waukesha. 
 
Participant Meeting: Tuesday, January 14, 6:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s  
Lutheran Church, Waukesha 
 

Adult Mission Trip 

VELC will be participating in the “Midnight Magic Parade” Dec. 7th 

Halloween Candy is on sale now!. Get it before it is gone!  

The candy must be individually wrapped and nothing with peanuts.  

Want to join us handing out candy at the parade?  

Once again we will be parked at the High School early to have a good spot.  

During our fellowship time we will be having fried chicken, sub sandwiches.  

Contact Shari Higgins  


